
How To Choose A Dehumidifier 
 
Do I need a dehumidifier? 
 
Moisture can come in to your home through cracks in the walls, windows, and doors.  It 
can damage your home by making wallpaper peel and wood warp, and moisture can also 
endanger your health by creating an environment where mold, mildew and pests thrive.   
If you live in a home with moisture, you ought to consider purchasing a dehumidifer. It is 
very common for people to buy dehumidifiers for their basements, which are prone to 
dampness.  If you are uncertain about the moisture level in your home, you can buy a 
hydrogemeter, an instrument that will tell you the percentage of relative humidity in the 
air.  If the number is above 45%, you should get a dehumidifier.  
 
 
Should I get a portable dehumidifier or a whole-house dehumidifier? 
 
A whole-house humidifier, which would be attached to your central heating/cooling 
system, is expensive and probably not necessary unless you have valuable possessions 
you need to protect (like artwork) or live in a very humid house.  A portable dehumidifier 
should suit the needs of most households. Although a portable dehumidifier may not be 
as expensive an initial purchase as a whole-house humidifier, be prepared for your 
electric bill to go up slightly if you do use one regularly. 
 
What types of portable dehumidifiers are available? 
 
The primary division between dehumidifiers relates to how many pints of water they 
produce in the course of a day—that is, how much moisture they are pulling out of the 
air. They fall into three general categories:  large-capacity (capable of producing the most 
water), medium-capacity, and small-capacity (which produces the least).  Which  
dehumidifer you buy depends on the size of the area you’re covering and how moist the 
area’s air is.  Also, if you’re budget-conscious keep in mind that the larger the 
dehumidifier, the more expensive it is. 
 
What other characteristics should I look for in a dehumidifier? 
 
You will want to get a dehumidifier with a long power cord to allow you flexibility in 
placement of the dehumidifer.  You should also take into account noise levels—
dehumidifiers are notoriously noisy and you should aim for one that is under 50 decibels 
If you have a floor drain, you might want to get a dehumidifier with a hose or a place 
where you can put a hose—this way, the water will drain through the hose, saving you 
the time and energy necessary to empty the bucket.  To save money on dehumidifiers, 
look for those with Energy Stars—they use less energy but perform just as well as their 
counterparts in size and capacity without Energy Stars.  Other ways to cut costs include 
making sure your dehumidifier automatically switches off when it is full of water and 
getting one with a timer—a timer lets you easily make sure the dehumidifier runs at night 
when electric rates are lower.  


